These lyrical Irish
landmarks were
designed for idyllic
inspiration.
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Every home might be its owner’s castle. But three evocative
properties in Ireland transport this idea to a realm of litera
fantasy, one that can for a magical, finite time become reality—
and not just for visitors with a king's treasury at their disposal

Straffan House, Ballyfin and Lismore Castle are owned by
men of means, accomplishment and connoisseurship, and
each reflects that man's penchants and passions. Each is also
decidedly different in style and history, as wellas in its physical
landscape and location within the Emerald sle. Nevertheless,
all are unique and uniquely beautiful, and each casts its own
inimitable spell. Al are also rentable in their entirety, allowing
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Straffan House was inspired by an inspiration, an
elegant echo of an elegant echo. It's also part of
a larger story, one aspect belonging to the Irish
industrialist who created Ireland’s first multinational
company, the other reflecting the modern trajectory
of many of Ireland’s historic country estates.

From his start in 1955 in the family business,
Jefferson Smurfit & Sons Ltd., to his retirement
and the end of his tenure as chairman and CEO of
the Jefferson Smurfit Group in 2002, Sir Michael
Smurfit left an indelible mark on Irish business. He
created the world's largest manufacturer of paper-
based packaging, and in so doing created the
country’s first multinational company. Passionate
about contemporary Irish art and sports as well
as Ireland's potential to act as a premier global
platform for both, he also left a lasting legacy on
the Irish landscape, specifically 550 acres in County
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Kildare along the River Liffey.

Built in 1832 by Hugh Barton of the venerable
Irish-French wine manufacturing and shipping firm
Barton & Guestier, Straffan House was based on
a chateau at Louveciennes, near Versailles, which
Barton greatly admired. The house and grounds
were acquired by the Smurfit Group in 1988, and
thereupon transformed into the Kildare Hotel, Spa
& Country Club.

The K Club, as it's most often called, opened in
1991 as Ireland’s first AA Five Red Star hotel, and is
complemented by an 18-hole golf course designed
by Arnold Palmer. Over the ensuing 23 years, the
historic house was augmented with a new wing
in a sympathetic architectural style, and a second
18-hole, Arnold Palmer-designed golf course was
added to the property. In 2006, Sir Michael realized
his long-term goal of Ireland hosting a first-tier

international sporting event when the 36th Ryder
Cup, the biennial men's golf competition between
teams from Europe and the United States, came to
The K Club.

Whether for tea, to tee off, or for a sumptuous
meal or massage, visitors are welcome to stroll
through the elegantly proportioned 19th-century
public rooms and their contemporary counterparts.
Peruse Sir Michael's extensive art collection, which
spans several centuries but is especially strong in
postwar and contemporary Irish works, or gaze
through the many large sash windows to see the
landscape and River Liffey unfold in swathes of
green and ribbons of blue. The atmosphere is one
of timeless, well-tended tranquility. Stil, the best
way to soak up the ambience is to check in to one
of the 69 guest rooms and stay the night.

When building his own house on the grounds

a short golf-cart ride from the hotel, Sir Michael
chose the original Straffan House as the model
The resulting 34,000-square-foot home spans four
floors and includes & lower-level swimming pool, spa,
gym, games rooms and wine cellar. The traditional
interiors of the ground floor's public rooms are
given artful spark by choice modern picks from Sir
Michael's art collection. The upper floors house a
media theater and eight bedrooms, all en suite, and
two more bedrooms and baths can be found in an
adjacent guest apartment.

Straffan House rents from $16,000 per night,
which includes a dedicated service team, concierge
and private chef, as well as unlimited use of both
championship golf courses, admission to The K
Spa and fishing on a private stretch of the River
Liffey. Guest room rates start at €350 ($480).
straffanhouse.ie 1>
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Ireland has a catalogue of well-established castle
hotels that are much larger in terms of overnight guest
capacity than Lismore Castle, Ballyfin or Straffan House
Five-star, top-of-the-turret standouts include the following;
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Hotel & Golf ResGiv

Hdre HWManor

Construction of Adare Manor in County Limerick lasted 30 vears, from
1832 t0 1862. It's @ good thing too, as the colossal building on the banks of
the River Maigue provided years of steady work for surrounding villagers
during the devastating potato famine of the mid-19th century. Built in the
Tudor Revival style by the 2nd Earl of Dunraven and Mount-Earl, it was
sold by the 7th Earl in 1984 to Irish-American businessman Tom Kane, who
converted the house and 840-acre estate into the Adare Manor Hotel. An
18-hole championship golf course designed by Robert Trent Jones, Sr. was
added in 1995, and has since hosted the Irish Open twice. From $274 per
night. adaremanor.com/en ¢
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