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Wilde Child

Olivia Wilde steals the show as a bad-girl stripper in the upcoming flick Butter, but here,
the actress reveals a beautiful side that is much more than skin deep
| By Andrew Myers | Photography by Markus Klinko € Indrani for Opus Photo | Styling by GK Reid |

The year is 2048 and the newspaper headline proclaims a “Wilde Win!”
This is not a reference to an acting award for Olivia Wilde—although
any number might be shimmering in the now 63-year-old actress’
memories—nor to her slew of film roles including 2011's Cowboys ¢
Aliens and The Change-Up, and the release of Burter in March 2012, a
left-lean ing mcinpnliticni satire with f-ig_niﬁc:mt c|cctinn-}'f_'.1r OVCrtones
in which Wilde stars alongside Jenniter Garner, Alicia Silverstone,
Hugh Jackman and Ashley Greene as the local bad-girl stripper intent
on winning lowa’s high-pruﬁlc hutttr-c.’irving contest.

Rather, the headline references candidate Wilde's win in the LS.
presidential election, 36 years into the future. She’s assumed the polirical
role of her lifetime: the liberal equivalent of that other erstwhile actor,
Ronald Reagan. It could happen. Like the Gipper, Wilde holds fast
to her principles and believes in them profoundly, and she’s not only
immensely personable, she's also surprisingly approachable. She has the
common touch. Then there’s the physical beaury tactor, which makes
for Beltway magic when combined with an innate can-do optimism.

W hile the roads to the White House are as varied and unreliable as
those to Hollywood stardom, Wilde was raised ringside in Washington,
D.C. In addition to having a front-row seat for past presidential races,
she also has a strong sense of the difference berween the way in which
things are supposed to work and the way they tunction in real rime.

Born Olivia Jane Cockburn in 1984, Wilde is the daughter of
Andrew and Leslic Cockburn, two Washington journalists who have
covered national and international politics and policy since the 1980s.
They have investigated cover-ups and blowouts for the full gamut of
media outlets, penning articles for national nCcwspapers and magazines;
writing books (Andrew's latest in 2007 took Donald Rumsteld to the
woodshed); producing segments for network news and news magazine
shows such as 60 Minutes; and making documentaries (their 2009
film, American Casino, explored the housing crisis). “My parents
are incredible,” Wilde states, full stop. *They're passionate abour
truth-secking, striving for justice; they're part of the original crew of
investigative journalists.” Peter Jennings was a close family friend and
the late Christopher Hitchens was Wilde's onetime babysiteer (she later
returned the favor and watched over his daugheer).

Though let’s be clear, Wilde didn't grow up around a bunch of

nose-buried-inside-a-book policy wonks. Her parents really know how
to throw a party. “I still can so easily recall the sounds of conversation,

laughter and glasses trom the 20 people seated around their dinner table.”
She also remembers the roar from larger cockrail parties, and the informal
debates during smaller ga:hcring\. Mare than .\imph: partics, these were
salons; must-stops in the swim of old Washington where politicians
from both sides of the aisle, foreign diplomats, intellecruals and visiting
celebrities mixed in a cross-pollinating Georgetown-townhouse world.
A place that once included such power-brokering hostesses as Pamela
Harriman and Evangeline Bruce, and which—in the less congenial present
where polemics mean breaking heads rather than bread—are no more.

For Wilde, these parties—magnifying her parents’ world, its
excitement and its intellectual fecundity—were seminal. And although
guests might include a foreign leader or a Rolling Stone named Mick,
“there was never any fame-whoring,” Wilde says. “Nobody was ever
introduced to me and my sister as a ‘success,” or as famous; we were told
what they had done, what they're doing, what's unique about them.” Bur
older sister Chloe, now a civil rights lawyer in New York, was, according
o Wilde, “more introverted” and content to listen attentively and remain
unobtrusive. Wilde was headstrong, at least as described by the famously
headstrong Hitchens. “I was a tyrant,” she says, laughing, “assertive in
my opinions and abilities. | made myself very present.”

It was this tendency to be a not-so-silent witness that won Wilde her
earliest reviews. ™1 think we have an actress on our hands’ was something
| heard very early, most often from my parents’ friends and extended
family,” she recalls. “It was probably not said as a compliment.” Regardless,
she tound her creative self early. There were the usual games of dress-up
and role-playing, which she did precociously by age 4; there was also
an early interest in horror fiction. Wilde created a library for her prized
books and charged a penny per rental. I lived in my head, I had a very
active imagination, | could p];i._\r' alone in my room for hours and see whole
movics in my head,” she says. “This blurring of the line between reality and
tantasy is something I think all kids have, and I was very lucky because
my parents encouraged it. They really let me embrace the idiosyncraric,
to carve out my own identity based on my own interests.”

Parental encouragement was broad-based. “They never would have
allowed me to be a child actress, but they ook my passion seriously
and expected me to be serious abour it. To work hard, to study the
greats, says Wilde, who enrolled in acting classes early, and, afrer the
cighth grade, transferred to Phillips Academy in Andover, Mass,, for
high school. She was particularly artracted to the prep conTINUED...
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CONTINUED school’s theater dupxlrtmr:n:. “There was a main stage,

two black box spaces, studio theaters, playwriting classes, student

producing—incredible,” she says, even now singing the praises of

two teachers in particular, English teacher Seth Bardo and acring
instructor Kevin Healan. “[Healan] had worked with Sean Penn,
..,l.llll [ E]'Ti:llﬂ_".i “H‘.ir'l hj r'I"Il:._'rlll,ii:lrllll'li-“"I .hi\ name hl:l EI'H.,' ]_"[‘"'II I:?l- th' }illltl
Oloffson in Haiti a few years ago.” Wilde was in Haiti as a board
member of Artists tor Peace and Justice, which provides education

and health services in a country she was introduced to when her

mother produced a report exposing the brutality of a U.S.-trained
Haitian military unit afrer the Duvalier regime.

It was at Andover, while appearing as Gwendolen in The fmportance
of Being Earnest, that Olivia Cockburn became Olivia Wilde, a stage

name homage to the piece’s playwright. "It was the first time 1 fele

I owned the stage. It was wonderful,” she says, The name was also
in deference to the many writers in her family, many of whom used
pennames, as well as to her own Irish roots; her father grew up in
County Warterford, and she has been a frequent visitor there,

It's not surprising, then, that Wilde's parents signed off on her

plans to spend a summer at Dublin’s prestigious Gaiety School of

enough for Wilde to defer matriculation at Bard College several rimes, then
indehnirely, and enough to convince her parents she was making the right
decision. This was no easy feat considering that Dad and most of his family
went to Oxford and Mom was a member of the second class of women
o graduate from Yale. Bur it was her role in Nick Cassaveres’ 2006 flm
/“i||:|n||r:'“' .Ir.}ﬂ:E:' t!.h,“ I,'lf‘:l'\-'{,'li I h";_' “i]{l_l;‘\ |'|‘l||r1'\'\i1 "Hii 'n"-'.;l!l.,'l'ql"lfll. L“ Wals r'f]_'nr |T|T"'|l
transcendent experience in film or television, where 1 thought, “This is why
I'm here,” she says. "It gave me courage to strive for more.”

m r'\'l‘:lrl:“ meant a ['|'||I||'| I FlL'lH-l'l. .If.lr-'{“' I{J‘:’.ﬁ‘d} I}H.rl'.i‘ff'frlfl'!'j'. an N HI{ Llra!!‘lql tl]lll
didn't take, off-Broadway satisfaction in a political thriller called Beauty on
the Vine, and later that same year, Howse M. D. *1 wanted to do anocher play,
but my agent came to see me and asked if I'd do Howse. I hadn't seen it, so |
watched a bunch, then flew back to L.A. and auditioned,” she says. “1 didn't

get the role 1 auditioned for, I gor [the part for character] 13.7

It must be her luc L'.j.' number as she's now spent four years on the hulu'{ v
successful Fox medical drama. The show proved to be Wilde's professional
breakout, leading to her first major movie part in 2010°s TRON: Legacy,
and her current slate of films that started with last summer’s Cowboys &
Aliens and includes The Words with Dennis Quaid and Jeremy Trons (which

premiered at Sundance this year), as well as Blackbird with Eric Bana and

“I never thought my looks were right
to be an ingénue and | was fine with that.”

Acting. Bur they became less enthusiastic when one of Wilde's
instructors suggested their daughter take a “gap year” before college,
and spend it in L.A. in order to make sure she wanted to be in this
]1L|_.‘|i|"|t.'hn. I"l-'.:-llllt{ .\;.l._'n'\.. L'\'i\ |_'h_‘||{\'r]'['l li.llk"n'u' II{] hl{'t'n ":\'I”Ll“g_ 'n'L'i"'|' |h!rni.
that I was very serious. Luckily, since my dad is European, they were
comfortable with the idea of a gap year.”

Luckier still, although her parents were not of Hollywood, they
had conceived and co-produced The Peacemaker, starring George
Clooney and Nicole Kidman, the first movie from DreamWorks,
released in 1997, and based on their book One Point Safe. Wilde had
gone with them to L.A. for the press junket. “Tt was my first trip to Los
Angeles and my first time in a chauffeur-driven town car,” she says.

For advice, Wilde turned to her parents’ friend Sarah Pillsbury,
producer of movies such as How to Make an American Quilt. Pillsbury
suggested an internship with a casting director, specihcally Mali Finn,
whom Wilde describes as “the best in the world... and the oughest.”
She says that Finn set the standard on how to behave during auditions

and how to prepare. "And Mali let me pore over VHS rapes of great
auditions from actors like Sam Rockwell, Angelina Jolic and Russell
Crowe,” Wilde says.

Though instrumental, Finn never sent Wilde on auditions. "After
secing the thousands of headshots at Mali's, I was under no illusions.
I really thought I'd be a character actress, a theater actress—I never
thought my looks were right to be an ingénue and T was fine with that,”
explains the woman who Maxim named No. 1 on its 2009 Hot 100
List. “Even so, | wanted the experience of auditioning.”

Through a friend’s father who was a manager, she got it—and she
landed more and more auditions as favorable reports filtered back. And
then came roles, among them Jerry Bruckheimer's high-profile, short-
lived Skin. “We spent more time doing press than working on the show,”

says Wilde. That was followed by an eye-carching part on The O.C. *
was supposed to stay for four episodes but stayed for 13.” They were

Welcome 1o Peaple starring Chris Pine—both with no set release dates as
of yet. “Some people think I'm stupid for taking so many supporting and
smaller roles, but I love it,” she says. “Tt reminds me of being in a company
of actors, where you might be playing Lady Macbeth in one play and a
nameless girl in another; you learn so much.”

But acting is not necessarily what she considers to be her dehning

role. Politics, political activism and humanitarian work tether her to her
family and play a huge role in her day-to-day life. Wilde was an carly
(Obama supporter, and campaigned on his behalf. *1 really believed in
him as a candidare, and got to know my country,” she says, “I hadn’t been
in the Midwest before, nor really in the South. T went door-to-door and
it was great.” While political activism, humanitarianism and a liberal
stance are hardly new in Hollywood, Wilde has a sensibility that seems to
combine the idealism of youth and education with the healthy skepricism
of a seasoned reporter. Asked if she continues to support Obama as
fervently, she answers (with nary a pause): *It’'s much harder to run on
the concepts of hope and change. Student loans, banking reform? People
want specifics now and they deserve them. I'm an advocate of youth
participation in politics, and | hope there will be a swell of participation
again, but I hope it’s based on actual knowledge of policy.”

Last year marked Wilde's final season on Howuse M. D., as well as the end
of her marriage to Tao Ruspoli, the documentary filmmaker, photographer
and Italian prince whom she married in 2003 (Wilde is currently dating
Saturday Night Live comedian Jason Sudeikis). It also signaled the start of
an impressive résumé of film credits thar will continue throughout the year.
But while Wilde singles out Butzer for the clever scripr, incredible cast and
the new role it allowed her to play (she admits she loved putting on those
stripper heels), can she really, after p|;|}'inga tattooed exotic dancer, sit tall
in the Oval Ofhce in 2048, embodying a political renaissance based on
mindful, mass participation? It doesn't seem like much of a strerch if you
recall Reagan's own claim to on-screen fame happened with the help of a
chimpanzee. Consider it Hollywood magic. m
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