THE GOLDEN APPLE
DOESN'T FALL FAR FROM;
THE FAMILY TREE @
WITH LA'S LEADING
MEN. AFTER MUCH
SCION-TIFIC ANALYSIS,
MEET THE CITY'S TOP
"POWER COUPLES.”

BY ANDREW MYERS
PHOTOGRAPHY BY BRAD SWONETZ

THE GOLDEN RULERS

For Gil ana Eric Garcetti poltics s a nob'e affar.

A guick glance at Gil and Eric Garcettis résumés=Gil, the longtime LA
Councy District Attorney, and Eric, the three term LA City Council mem
ber and a frontrunner in the 20013 mayoral race—and it's casy o envision
political ambition passed from Ether 1o son, a political dymasty teetilized
beginning when Eric wis a child and continuing until tecdias.

The Garcettis sweair otherwise. Eric points out that he was well out of
high schoal by 1992—first to Columbia University fora BA in p::-]il.ic::ll Lo
ence lollowed by a MILA in international affairs, then as a Rhodes scholar
at the University of Oxlord and a student st The London Schoal of
Economics and Political Science—when Gil starned his ficst term as district
attorney. Eric’s first election to city couneil was in 2001, the year alter his
dad was deleated in his run foe a third term, Hardly propitious

If no dynastic strategy, what then did they talk about at the dinner table
at the family house on the Westside?” “Cases.” savs Eric, Gil adding that in
total be spent 32 vears in the DA's office, more than 20 of thase years in
unelected positions. They also spoke about duty to family and community,
and the power of publicizing both. “You can't just assume il you do the
right thing everybady will know; vou have 1o tdl the story,” says Eric.

For Gil. the desire wo atlect change took him o the DAY office. Among
his |:|r-:|ud:-.ﬂ achievement as DAL he savs, was “changing the whele crimi
nal justice locus on d omestic violence.” For Eric, that desire took him to the
city council, and now to the run for the city's top political pos, one thatis
olten described as apolitical dead end. Not that he seems to care: “1ts the
most accountable, impactiul jobs you can have”

When asked what he would implement immedintdy il he were The
Autocrat of LA, Eric, whese Esther is of Italian and Mexican descent and
whese mother is of Russian, Polish, and Jewish descent, replies, “maore

Jewish holidiys, less trathic,” before adding, “a warld cla w5 | ldic tran spor
tation infrastructure” Sericusly.
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Tvers Jonnie o Mark Houston are breathing
rew nightlife mto LA

Howston, woe have @ preddem” ran through Jonnie Houston mind in the
mid-aughts, his thicst tor novelty and genuine experience notslaked by
the afferings of LA nightlife.

nothing existed between the big clals and the dives.”

“I got into the nightlife business because
sa1ys the I resario
who wauld, n parinership with his twin brother, Mark, |;-n:r:'--u| Lis sL1r
whimsy, fantasy. and theatricalivy into the cockiail ol Hollvweexd clubs
and lounges. loeever upping the ante of LA nightlile scene.
Drawing on momey they bad saved chrough the sale of o sevies ol cell
phonestores (which the 34 year old entreprencurs started cpening atage
15, th r[uu launched Piano Bar in 208—followed in shor arder by La
Descang ”.J-I‘"-"lt'l;l‘ & -Stone, Pour Vous, and the newly opened No
Marc qnn-'_'r:,ir;_l:]l_-.—' ] |'--'ll"!-_:|1ll'll-|'-t r. In so doing, they reed the city from the
ishacklésid vibetmpes, the ballas of boule service, and the yovn indue
L qrul'u"F_p-qut afboring, interchanreable intericoes.
Suill, Gtk that all of the [T PropreTiics are unigque m design is Lo

Jonnoae.

underaate egregiomsly, Rather, allare singular conceptual mini-warlds cha
Culba; Bedle
Epoque Paris—as wellas on intenor destinations of the imagination. There

draw o p||_1-'.ll'c';:| and r.l1n|:-nl'.t| destinaions—1avana,
a misconception that the primary goal of this business is 10 sell liquor.” savs
“We dotha, of course, hut we're sslling a vibe, a culture, and enter
tainnment as wed L™ Oiras Mark adds: =u nicjue: social environments.”

The recipe includes curated cockuails and lilations; decoration conceived
by the brathers (*We tlip roles on this, depending on whose concept it is,”
says_Jonnie); live acts ranging from three piece bands to dancers and over
head “swingers™ 1o the creatively pracuical, such as a costom trolley car than
pulls up nightly at Pour Vouws, providing “a unique aspect to an ontdaor
partio,” savs Mark. 1Us a mix as varied as the Houstons” own: LA natives who
grew up in Koreatown, part German { Dadiand part Thai Chinese [Mom),

Why, amidse bathess and sens., these vwo brothers? A Gamilial answer: their
father, David Houston, died last vear, and the twin's latest bardounge con
create something s «l |-:f his

¥ had fun there”

cepl 15 an homare 1o him. “We wanted
"I".w-n'|1ud:l|l:__

living room,” says [onnie.
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MOSES AND *
REVELATIONS

The gospel according to culture
vultures Ed and Cedd Moses? Mo
project 1s too big.

“Mydad and 1 havea passion for whatwe do, an ohses-
sion for what we do” says Cedd Moses, one of the frst
and foremeost urban picneers respomsibale for the wirn-
around of Downtown, He's speaking ol a trait shared
with his father, Ed, legendary Abstract Expressonist
articen, who agrees, saving, "Same disease no disci

pline but pure obscason... Big dillerence Were G155
hath nasturally adventurons.”

For Cedd, that spirit of adventure translited to the
artistry of entreprencurism. “As a little kid he'd put
clubs togrether and charge the neighborhood kKids a
feew penmics.” explains B, addingthat hyage 12 Cedd

war “hitchhiking or taking the bos to vanons race
tracks, Betlair Hollvawo od Pack, Santa Apita Park, Del
Ivlar—and making money.”

By high school, however, Cedd had begun @king
rescarched rigks in the equities market—the s@rt ol
whit woeald hecome o highly suceesstul career as o

4
professional money manager thatendad in the Lite

s, when he Jut his v."hi||.'c on the Downtown rénais
SICe, Opening sleay ol Lop Lwer baars such as Golden

i 1y sher, Broadway Bar, Seven Grand, and Las Perlas,

“Los Angeles was an embryo ol a great metropalitan
city with great bone stroctore—it was only locking for
acatilyst” Cadd sys,

Fior Ed. that gense of adventares means thar—a 86
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ey et wark of his career, =His YOy |eest |J'4il1ti :11;&,"
- 'I'.II:H"- E_.l:"l:ElL
What did sromwing L the son ol an i|1|:rr-;t~cin_r.;]jr'
rions artistmessn? “He tiaght me there are no limis,
) roles, that anythings possibles™ says Cedd. “It was
ssame with the il -::1-1|' he surrounded himself with,
phody kneaw thea'd sell paintings, let alone become
wis. They had big cefoess, they did what they
teved ing, and Pvetried o do the same Dossnuown "
4 s this lesson imparted purposetully? Ed demurs,
BB was cae of these perlect human Beings from
_ o wiae his brother Andy, and there was
" i " s periesed v s nd oo ronta
alk : caply Pve tried 1o
: - ple alwags comment on_
my magnilicent sons, and ask, “Aren’t Vol prﬁﬁﬂf‘."i}
A I say: ‘Tdidnt do anvthing!™
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i o7 e lure ﬁrﬂnap]:nmnluuﬂmmmp
ﬂmpmum applied by a parent—an aphori
pecfectly illustrated by David and Steve G

g Memnbers af one of the last stillinthe busine
»’ P 3.2 ]'!n]lrwuud dymasties founded by Devic
‘ g-.—‘:r:@]u-f:m,whudna.nmmq_ and wh
) ﬂﬁiﬂi York Towes obiuary describxed him as “tl

h:lnfl]mlld}:.mmdngrnuwhu dorninated th
talent business in the 19405 and 57, b

David and Steve came to the Gersh agency
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their omn time and of their owm aceord.

T was going to be seerdtary of state)” sa
David, who alterwodking Foe a cong ressman o
Capitel Hill in the summer and during colleg
reclirectes] 10 UCLA Law, llows! by

vears abalarge law finm. belore deciding 1o jo

his father and brother (a coowner of Gerd
1 along with David) and become an agene §

(4 ' writers, directoes, producers and high-end pa
: ductivn people. [Werner Herzog is among h

roster of heervevweighis)

Steve’s arrival was quicker. While sill

high school, he was cenain he warned wo be o4 f::
agent—a sports agent. Ower time, thae bal 3
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was lirmly committed o the idea of catchin

curveballs from aciars et yee 0 years ole i

*S ORTEE TIMES
Yete .:md vid Koral are renventing a Calfornia

b nd clean, andl or ﬂwd.-: i iLsell
With that began a father sem conve Lhnl:ttnrlel:l sever

- - /
& o aan o S
s goand - .

4 fashion one stitch at a time culminated with Petercoming out ol re ilruanLLnfmn'E.ur:lLLmﬂngllﬁI e —
ing for grant . : with David and business partner Rick Crane. 1 didn’t want him'to come " -
> hunmility that in Hedhoweod s as rare as an inde “Jean-etics™ are interwoven into Peter and David Koral's DNA. Oneolthe  into thecla thng| business, but I guess it’s in his blood,” 1:115:1‘-.‘:1.:35 gl T
- pendent lowbadget Glin going Hockbuster., founding partners and president of Seven For All ankind [launched in The Korals call the concept behind the brands core line =livedin :
“Seeve’s the most un entitled person in the bus 2000 and sold seven years later for $775 million), Peter isamong the rivet-  length,” e, premium Ttalian mld_luimnr:e deniim, canelully washed e oo N
e s g T E, iRt 158 1 o ———nees” sys Dovid “He goes cul of his wan ing, live pocketed icons of Southern California’s clothing industry. Now — mirror what the jeans would look like if worn for discrete amuounts of fime a3
= v A o because of the last pisme “and has the - sraallest he's going 1o make the world changr its jeans—again, ranging [rom one 1o three years (the first women's line hit ,»m s
-:Illcrnturlzhn&v:‘frf_r::-_:_: R A father of the premium denim industey, a niche not only immensely — snd a men’s ling is set for release in [anuary 2013), i
»Mﬂm:hnmﬂfsm standinginter prafitable but uniqudy identified with Los Angeles, Peter, a second gen- As far as characteristics the twe share, hoth peint ta resolve, ] § A pr——————————
H%” ; COTRCCpanTy. art (Seve’s eration “garmento,” is the lither of David, a former professional foothall — willing to stast something. we're going to see it through,” says David, Adeds
ﬁ': - grndparcois stacied eclecting in the laue 505, plaver, who eventually moved into hip hospitality—becoming a partnerin - Peter, “We'ne passionate people when we get behind samething and have
and his Imn'nr.'-' rmmu:-t.n eles s Hmﬂ'lt:j Says e the Mediterrancan eatery Mezze, Iowas in this bastion of cool that David,  a tendency 1o go all the wav.™ But aside from “my dad being more laid-
''''' Eﬂﬂﬁﬁﬂﬂ&n- who started going to work with Dad at age dght, identified the holy grail . back than 1 am.” how do the two differ? “Well,” savs Peter, “I'm very
| - = = of manufacturers: a void in the mnrl:‘.rlpluc.t_-. “Nohady was focusing on guod looking....” LAC
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