SPIRIT OF GENEROSITY

Mancy Davis
masberminded an
unprecendented
approach to
attacking M5 via
charity.

SHIRIT OF GENEROSITY

the prime
time of
ms. hancy

WITH HER CELEB-5TUDDED RACE TO ERASE M5,
THE QUEEN OF LA PHILANTHROPY

MARKS 20 YEARS... A5 BOTH HUMANITARIAN
AND SURVIVOR. er sncrew wiees

i that winterday i 1991, Nancy Davds—founder of the annoal Race to

E ; urveying the Rocky Mountain-panciwated horizon from atop the ki

Eras 35 E:L'l.’n.w'hicll:ﬂlﬂlu‘.‘l!ﬂsitxi"ﬂ'ﬂh pelitinn llleajrilJnvilJE sl
im excess of 5330 million for multiple sclerosis research—could easily have

passcd for the “nice” character ina Aaron Spelling primedime soap opers,
Bleaede, athletie, atlractive, with wn ever-oplimistic perseaality and @ cori-

This year Jack
Osbourne, who was
chingrasdd with M5
last vear. and
rmatbeer Sharcn wall
be honored with the
HMedal of Hopea
foprard at the 20kh
annual Race to
Ernga MS galn.
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osily she’s exhibited since childbood, the 33-vear-old had
threeyoung boys,a billionaire father (the late Marvin Davis,
aetime oil magnate, legendary pacty giver, former owner
of 20th Cenury Fox and The Beverly Hills Flotel, aswell az
the man sifd 1o have inspired Spelling’s 1980s phenomenon
Dywasty), and a motler, Barbaca, wlo was asd comtinues to
Be a mainstay on the social amd civie cirowics, ot to mention
whil same mi_!;]'tl call a J:||'|i|,'||1ll11'|;,||1£~|; enlreprencar, "i'l.-'l:}-'
vounger sister had juvenile cdia-
betes, and for the Orst Carowsel
Ball [founded by Barbara Davis
i 1978, Mom started doing
auctions,” says Nancy, who has
fonar zril:_rliu;gs and wis horn and
peared in Denver but maoved 1o
Laos Angeles in 1937,

OF course, as in any soap
opera, these were problems,
namely a notso-happy mar-
viage. But nothing was oo
off-piste 10 coud the general
sunniness af the pvid skier oz
she started ler downhill run
that day above Aspen,

What came next was an accl-
degtz 2 bad Call. Tlen 2 doctor

s LA-COMFICEMTIAL MAG AL NECOM

“You can't believe

uTesittingina

doctor’s office and somebody1s
pointing at black spots on your X-rays.”

—INANCY DAVIS

to address her injured knee, followed by a second doctor, and a neurologist
when Davis lost sensation in three ﬁnE\-crLips on her riEt'll; hand=a rumbnes
Uhat soomn spread dsrougluan her body. “Everything dramatically changed in
a two-week perfod,” she says. “You can't believe yvou're sitting in a doctor’s
alfice and somebody s pointing at black spots on your Xemys and saying they
are lesions on your rain and spinal cord.”

The prognosis was bevond pitiful. There were ne drugs, no treatment,
na |1|:_||5-|,: oF QLo except a berdridden decline, The doc's sole consalation?
“Ad beast you don't have a brain tumor” says Davis, who remembers Lea-
ing the offlce, getting info the elevator, and being overwhelmed by fear of

the unknown.

Euat Diavvis st good ad staving in bed,” shie says, “T never Bked sick 1o stay
home from school even,” and she has “never been good at taking no for an
answen” Reselved to remadn pesitive, she ook action. “T lad three kids; [
dichi’'t have time to live down o a negative prog nosis” Second oginions were
sought, then third and fourth opinions, Davis read coplously, traveled coast
Lo coast rcam one research center o anetler, ancd over several months cione
to understand that, ves, she did ireefutably ave M5, Mose inspoctant fee il
purpose of MS treatment, she discovered that much of the rescarch being

confinned on page 56

“Inever want the gala
to be that invitation
that gets the ‘Oh, do 1
have to go?’ response.”

~NANCY DAVIS

continued from page 54
conducted at these centers was duplicative,
bl 1T |I'I.II"-' birillizing choctars =l 1|H:III:E]E1. I]lr:].-
were the only ones deing a particular study;
none knesw they were repeating each other’s
work!"™ says Davis, whe in 306M documented
her journey with the book Lean on Me ¥
Powserfid Stepes to Moping Bevond Your IMagrosic
ard Taking Bk Your Life

Froen that eureka moment, Daviss mission
breadened from maintaining her owmn life and
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Lert: Barbsara Davis with Ken
Fickel and Mancy Davis, and
daughters Isabella and
tMariella Rickel at the 19th
annueal Race to Erase M3 gala
i May 2012, gaow; Stevie
wWonder (cenTen) and company
parform at the benofit,

health to masterminding an unprecedented
approach to atlacking a disense via charily.
A little moge than a year alter her diagnosiz,
she launchedd the Nancy Davis Foundation
for !'.-{1||I!i]:||r.~ Scloroais—ing primary o, Ui
Facilitate the mest cutling-edge and aggres-
sive research inte understanding the causes
ol WS and -:I-l':'l.'l!l-r&-]:lill.g riEwe Lreslmenlss il
primary means, the Center Without Walls
program; its misston, to create and coordi-
nate anetwork ol multidisciplinury scientilic
programs and experts across the countey.

T fund beer vision, Davis returmed to the
family staple: creative philanthropy. In
1K, the same vear she established
her fpundation, she started the
Raceto Erase RS What beganasa
ski weekend in Aspen, ralsing 51.3
million that inaugural vear, las
grown imo e siar-spangled spee-
tacular it i today, “[ never want the
lE;.’ll.’l. b B tlent inwitaltion that gris
e 'Ot do I have o go?” response,™
says Davis, who keeps the agenda—
cockizils,  live ||-|!|:I'|:|r|.'|:|:|.|||.'|.=.':. i1
celebrity fashion show, live and
silent auwctions, and dinner—fresh
“LrI:'IlIEII. her enonmons contact list
and the generssity of the celebrities
and  emtertainers  therein, who
appesr gratis (past performers lave
incheded OGwen  Stefani,  Awwil
Lawvigne, Sheryl Crow, Stevie
Woncler, and wiech fibn smed televi
ston personalities as David Arquette
ancd Dhstin Hoffman),

“ME wasnll in my job description,” savs
Diawis, who interned at the US Supreme Coust
during college out of the desire to be a criminal
atorney. “Butthe greatest Benefitol having M5
has been that its cure became my career.” As
[ o suscceslol that careerhas been thus Gir;
OF the nine drugs addressing MS currently
approved by the FIDA, Race o Erase MS was
invalvied in seven. And her ovm battle with
ME? “I'm an even mose ferocious skier™ Davis
says, adding that she continues to play tennis
amcl, post-diagnosis, started leaming karate,
Slee is now o Black bell.

The 20 arnmal Kace to Eraze AN Lo Io
Erase M3 fa'.ﬂ;pr}hra'rt ﬁ.l"a_'_r 3 af e .f{:w:lr! R;g.m.g.'
Cendiry Plaze, 2025 Avene of the Stars, LA:
craremeorg LAC
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OPPORTUNITIES TO GIVE.

Z0TH ANMNIVERSARY EIF
REVLON RUN/
WALK FOR WOMEN

Wihos EIF suppoarts cancar resgarnchy
(Pelhages chag nes s Services, and
provides pevcho-social and financeal
Suppoet for medicalby undersereed
VAT RN

What: The Revion RunWak for Wamen is
geantd fowand uning peogle of all races and
aaes in the fight against women's cancers
When: May 11

Where: Los Angeles Memonal Caoliseum
Website: efourmdabionong

TASTE OF THE
NATION
LOS ANGELES TR

Whe: Share Our Strenagth launched |
thee MO Kb Humgry campasgn, which ﬂ
woeks bo alimenate chddhood hungear

by conneating children to effectivg nulrtion
oragrams at schoeol and duning the summer, and

toac s o -inoome Farmilnts Borer T imspke

nealthy meals at home.

Whak: 5hara Our Strengthcs Taste of the Matian

Los angeles wall shwecase [he uding of mrore

than b0 kacal chefs, Proceeds support the LA
Hegeonal Food Bank and S0 doseph Center

When: F=d e, Sunday, Juna

Whera: Media Park in Cuhser City

Wiebsibe: oS iitong

A5RD ANNUAL
BEASTLY BALL

Wihe! The Groater Los Angelos Joo
Association (GLAZA) funds exhibits
Captal proescis plarl ard anims
SPECHES Conservaiion and educaticn
and communiby oulreach pragrarms at
the Los Angeas J00

What: Durirdy GLAZAS annual Beasthy Buall
(Eethy Wheie cocinared [ast woars ewoni) Guests
are able to sperd time in the zoo after hours,
wierz They CBN expernanos armmal ieadindgs
close=up viesangs of small anirmals, chats with
keapors and aucticns

Webhen! B e, June 15

Where: Los Angeles foo

Website: oaooang




